An
Bord Memorandum

Pleanala ABP-314724-22

To: Board

From: Niall Haverty, SPI

Re: Metrolink: Oral Hearing Recommendation
Date: 30" June 2023

cc: Ciara Kellett, DoP; Paul Caprani, ADP
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Introduction

The National Roads Authority {operating as Transport Infrastructure Ireland) has applied to
the Board under section 37 of the Transport (Railway Infrastructure) Act 2001, as amended,
for the Railway (Metrolink — Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport) Order 2022.

The Railway Order, if approved, will authorise TII to carry out railway works and all works
necessary to enable the construction, operation, maintenance and improvement of a railway
designated as a metro including, inter alia, the construction of a fully segregated and
automated railway and metro mostly underground ¢. 18.8 km in length with 16 stations running
from north of Swords at Estuary through Swords, Dublin Airport, Ballymun, Glasnevin and the
City Centre to Charlemont in the south of Dublin City Centre.

The Railway Order, if approved, will allow TII to acquire compulsorily land or rights in, under
or over land or any substratum of land specified in the order; to temporarily acquire and occupy
land specified in the order; to acquire easements and other rights over land specified in the
order, to extinguish public and/or private rights including rights of way specified in the order;
and provides for other rights over land.

Submissions

A total of 321 No. submissions were received, including submissions from the following
Planning Authorities, prescribed bodies and elected representatives.
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* Planning Authorities:

@]

O

Dublin City Council.
Fingal County Council.

¢ Prescribed Bodies:

o}

(0]

o o 0

o]

(0]

o

C

An Taisce.

Commission for Railway Regulation.

CIE.

DECC (Geological Survey Ireland).
DHLGH (Development Applications Unit).

daa
EirGrid.

Failte Ireland.

HSE National Drug Treatment Centre.

larnréd Eireann.
Irish Water.

OPW (28 No. submissions).

Waterways Ireland.

» Elected Representatives:

o]

o

e}

Ciaran Cuffe MEP.
Duncan Smith TD.

tvana Bacik TD.

Clir James Geoghegan.
Jim O’'Callaghan TD.
Senator Marie Sherlock.
Senator Mary Fitzpatrick.
Senator Michael McDowell.
Neasa Hourigan TD.

Clir Patricia Roe.

Paul McAuliffe TD.
Roisin Shortall.

Clir Yvonne Collins.

All of the submissions received are listed alphabetically in Appendix 1. The number of

submissions relevant to each area of the proposed development is as follows:
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Area Description No. of
Submissions
General General or not specific to one area 44
AZ1 Northern Northern Section; Estuary to Airport North Portal 29
AZ2 Airport Airport Section 2
AZ3 Dardistown Dardistown Section: Airport South Portal to 2
Northwood
AZ4_1 City North | City Section North: Northwood to River Liffey 96
AZ4_2 City South | City Section South: River Liffey to Charlemont 148

s Overview of Main Issues Arising:

O

Construction phase impacts: noise, vibration, setilement, property damage,
dust, traffic, access, air quality, electromagnetic interference, vermin conirol,
water quality impacts, impacts on businesses.

Operational phase issues: air quality, noise, vibration, traffic, anti-social
behaviour, impact on property values.

Design of stations.

Alternatives: Alternative to metro; alternative route alignments, alternative
depot and station locations; alternative southern terminus; opposition to
Charlemont Station.

Failure to serve south west Dublin and failure to ‘future-proof’ for extension.
Excessive land and property acquisition; excessive loss of housing; loss of
leisure centre; impacts on residual lands and development potential.

Impact on theatres, hotels, schools, churches, hospitals and laboratories.
Landscape and visual impacts.

Inadequate consultation and engagement.

Built heritage impacts.

Residential amenity issues (noise, dust, loss of privacy, overshadowing,
exhaust fumes, traffic etc.).

Access, parking and drainage issues.

Biodiversity and Appropriate Assessment issues.

Monitoring, communications, remediation measures.
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Recommendation

Having regard to: the nature and extensive scale of the proposed development; the potential
planning and environmental issues arising; the public interest in the case; and noting that a
substantial amount of land, rights over land and properties are proposed to be acquired, |

recommend that an oral hearing be held.

| further recommend that the applicant be invited to provide a written response to the
submissions received in advance of the oral hearing, in the interests of facilitating a more

expeditious and efficient hearing.

—— Uﬁﬂﬁaﬂ;ﬁ\ﬁ

30t June 2023
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